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Do you watch HGTV? If so, you have 
seen many TV shows depicting 
homeowners and so called inte-
rior designers working magic in 
very short periods of time, with 

very small budgets. The reality of these TV shows is that 
very often the so called designers are actors with no formal 
interior design training. The depictions of what can be done 
with $1,000 and a day are not at all realistic. 

In the “real world” what can a professional interior 
designer do for you? Some believe that an interior designer 
is a luxury for the super wealthy. Many are surprised to 
discover that designers can work within small budgets 
and assist with projects as small as choosing the optimal 
paint color for a powder room. The ASID North Chapter 
(American Society of Interior Designers, Phoenix) states it well: 
“Your home. Your ideas. Your lifestyle. Our job is to un-
derstand.”

Most of S Interior Design’s clients aren’t lacking in taste 

or style. In fact, they usually have fantastic ideas about what 
they want. What they don’t have is the expertise to make 
the vision into a reality. They lack the know how to pull it 
together, and are overwhelmed by the options.

SOME PROS OF HIRING A
DESIGN CONSULTANT

• Will help you see the “big picture” and suggest ideas 
that you may not have thought of, in other words, bring a 
different dimension to the design.

• Has relationships with professional craftspeople and 
vendors to refer to you (i.e., painters, cabinetry makers, 
fabric workrooms).

• During a remodel/new build, will work with the ar-
chitect/builder to insure the lighting plan is suited to the 
overall furniture space plan and the desired functionality 
of the spaces.

• Uses an analytical problem-solving approach to the 
project that identifi es your needs both aesthetically and 

functionally.

SOME CONS OF HIRING A
DESIGN CONSULTANT

• You didn’t have the necessary 
dialogue up-front with the designer, 
and now she/he has created a room 
that doesn’t refl ect your needs or per-
sonality.

•Fails to prepare and present a de-
tailed letter of agreement to you and 
doesn’t understand the scope of the 
project.

• The designer is too busy and isn’t 
giving your project the level of attention 
you need her/him to.

• The chemistry between you and the 
designer is just not working well.

Hiring a professional design 
consultant is a big decision. 
Essentially, you are entrusting 
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this person to enter your home and spend your hard earned 
money. The “cons” shown above need never be a reality if 
you hire a professional that you have interviewed and feel 
good about working with. As Candice Olsen said, “Good 
design takes time.” It is likely that you will be spending a 
good deal of time with the designer you choose, and your 
comfort and trust level is very important to making the design 
project a success.

There is a difference between a decorator and a de-
signer. Decorators are unaccredited and can be anyone 
from salespeople at furniture stores to someone who 

simply fi gures that he or she has a fl air for color and design. 
Registered interior designers, in contrast, have graduated 
from an accredited program at a college, and most often are 
members of ASID, which has education and professional 
experience requirements for its members.

If you answer “yes” to any of the questions below, you 
should consider hiring a professional interior designer 
to move your project along. 

• Is every minute of every day fi lled with work, kids and 
volunteer obligations?
• Do you feel as though you just can’t add one more thing 

to your busy life? 
• When you look at fabrics and paint, are there so many 
choices that you just don’t know where to start? 
• Did you start to redecorate your room and buy a few nice 
pieces, but just don’t know what to do with them? 
• Have you seen pictures in magazines of the look you want 
but don’t know how to make it happen in your home? 
• Are you and your spouse/partner having trouble agreeing 
on what to do? 
• Have you bought pieces through the years but don’t know 
how to make them work together? 
• Do you want your home to be “one-of-a-kind,” unlike 
anything you’ve seen before? 
• Does it seem as though all the stores have the same things 
and you want something unique? 

If you do decide to hire a professional designer, speak 
with two to three qualifi ed designers before you make your 
fi nal decision. Don’t forget, one of the best ways to fi nd a 
designer to work with is to ask your friends and family for 
referrals.   

Suzanne Lasky, Allied Member of A.S.I.D is the owner and founder of S 
Interior Design, the exclusive provider of Pawprint Design Services™. 
Suzanne works with her clientele to develop a winning combination of 
design elements that result in warm, comfortable and functional spaces 
that refl ect each client’s personal style. To contact Suzanne please call 
(480) 220-4659 or visit her Web site at www.sinteriordesign.com


